
GENERAL COUNCIL:
or

MAEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION.

SESSION 1883.

Wednesday, April 25th.
DR. ACLAND, President, took the chair at 2 P.M.

Examinations in Dentistry sine Curriculo.-Dr. STORPERAR moved,
"4 That, in the opinion of this Council, the examinations in dentistry
si7e curriculo should cease and determine after December 31st,
1883." In 1882, the British Dental Association had presented a
memorial to the Council, expressing the opinion that the time had
come when examinations without a curriculum of study should cease.
It had been provided by the Council in 1879 that the Royal College
of Surgeons of Ireland should be permitted to admit candidates
sine ewriculo up to August 1881; that time had passed, and the
examinations were still continued. This had caused a very aggra-
vated feeling among distinguished members of the dental profession.
He read portions of a letter from Mr. Tomes, who believed that the
value of the licence in dentistry was greatly lowered by the manner
in which it could be obtained in Ireland. It was stated that several
of the rish licenr4ates had failed in passing the examination of tbe
Royal College of Surgeons of England. Referring to the statistics,
lie said that, in 1882, the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
and the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow had
examined 16 candidates, and had rejected 8; while the Irish
College had examined 60, and rejected 15. He did. not think that
this was creditable to the College, or beneficial to the profession of
dentistry. He wished to deal temperately with the matter, but the
state of things was one which should not be allowed to continue.
He thought that the best plan of dealing with the case was by the
resolution which he proposed, which allowed sufficient time-

Dr. FERiUS seconded the motion.
Mr. MACNAMAiA, while he had great respect for Mr. Tomes, would

not admit his competency to judge of examinations at which he was
not present. It was said that 15 candidates out of 60 were rejected;
but the right way to put the statement was, that 25 per cent. were
rejected. In 1879, it was clearly the opinion of the Council that
the enforcement of the qurriculum would be a hardship to dentists
in practice. The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland had resolved
to admit, up to August 1881, persons who had been five years in
practice as dentists; but they had also determined that any person
on the' Dentists' Register should be adiitted, if he desired to pass
out of the mass of persons registered without any diploma, to exa-
minations under certain conditions. The examinatiQns were strictly
limited to dentists already on the Rgister. Each applicant must
produce certificates of good moral and professional character, signed
by two dental licentiates of the Irish College, or by two members of
the Odontological Society or of the British Dental Association. If

accepted, he was subjected to a searching examination. He thought
that, when it was known that, out of 686 persons examined, 109 had
been rejeoted, the examination would not be said to be of a low
character. If a person having obtained the licence in this manner
broke the rules, the Council admonisbed him; and, if he did not
cease from his misconduct, his licence was cancelled. As regarded
persons who were successful at one examination being rejected at
another, this might depend on the state of the examiner's or of the
candidate's stomach, or on other circumstances. A candidate had
come before the Irish board, holding a number of dental qualifica-
tions, including that of the English College of Surgeons; and he
was rejected. The value of the qualificatipns which the candidate
held was not therefore to be underrated; but perhaps his examiner
had hit on the wrong subjects for him-there being, no doubt, a con-
currence of fortuitous atoms in examinations.

Dr. FuRGus agreed with Mr. Macnamara that a certain time
should be allowed to enable dentists registered without examination
to pass into a higher class; but he thought that the time had been
sufficient. He had not intended to single put any particular body
for animadversion, but he thought that eexaminations' snecurriculo
should cease in all the examininig bodies.

Dr. 'HuMPURY thought it reasonable that men on the Dentists'
Reqister should be encouraged and stimulated to acquire knowledge
and pass a good examinatLon. 'He thought that -the action qf the
College of -Surgeons of Iteland was 'rght; the trequiramqn were

fair; and he saw no reason to suppose that the examination w*S
otherwise than good, There wer two classes of men on the Dentist
Register-those who had passed In examination, and those who had
not; and an opportunity should be afforded to men in the latter
class to pass to the other if they could. He moved as an amend-
ment:

"That, in the opinion of this Council, the examinations in
dentistry sine curriculo should be limited to persons who are already
on the Dentists' Register."

Mr. MARSHALL seconded the amendment, which, after some rs-
tarks from Mr. Simon, Dr, Quain, Dr. Aquilla Smith, and Dr. Heron
Watson, was put to the vote and carred. It was also carried as a
substantive motion.
Attendance on Lectures by Medical Students 'n rIreland.-The

Council resumed the consideration of this subject; Mr. SimoN's.
motion being, by permission, brought forward in the following formi
"That, for the purpose of the Council's Recommendation 21, ana

of regulations by wbich the licensing authorities may desire to give
effect to it, the ' four years' required to be spent in professional
study must be four years during which professional study shall have
been adequately followed by the candidate, as his true industry and
the main occupation of his time; and that, in the opinion of thlis
Council,much caution oughtto be used in admitting aspart of thefour
years' curriculum anyconsiderable time duringwhich a candidate had
given most of his industry to other pursuits, as, for instance, if he
had been regularly engageid for the greater part of each day in
the duties of some non-medical calling followed by him for his live-
lihood."

Mr. TURNER thought that the motion scarcely met the points
raised in Dr. Jacob's letter-nominal attendance on lectures, and
the granting of fictitious certificates. It dealt only with the first of
these; but there ought to be a distinct declaration on the part of
the Council respecting fictitious certificates. It was a great offence
to issue a false certificate of death, and it should be an equally
great offence for a lecturer to certify attendance when a student
had not attended his course of instruction. All agreed that study
should be such bond fide; that the student should not give the bulk
of his time to other pursuits. But the Caouncil should not throw
obstacles in the way of men who desired to enter the medical pro-
fession, but who were obliged to obtain their livelihood during their
course of study. He had met with many instances of this kind in
Edinburgh; and he could name men who had studied under such
circumstances, and who held distinguished positions. One gentle-'
man was a clerk in a bank during his studentship; he obtained
leave to attend certain courses, and obtained his degree, and was
now 'a Fellow of the Royal Society. Another, who had been a dis-
tinguished student, was a writer of paragraphs for a ne-wspaper.
There were men who could work diligently as students, and at the
same time earn their living by other octupations ; and he would be
sorry to deter such men. He would ask Mr. Simon to supplement
his motion by an expression of opinion as to false certificates, and'
to express it. so as not to throw impediments in the way of such men
as those to whom he had referred.

Mr. SIMON said that the Council had laid down the rule that the
curriculum of medical study should be of four years' duration. If
half the time were spent in yachting and other amusements, they
would not accept it; and he did not see how it could be accepted if
it were spent -in the pursuit of non-medical occupations.

Dr. MATTHEWs DUNCAN said that the resolution would be useless,
unless it were possible to ascertain how each student spent his time.
Many who professed to be students gave less time to their studies
than those who studied medicine while following other occupations.
He, did not think it right that a man who worked hard to maintain
himself during his studentship should be refused, while one who
spent his time in yachting was allowed. The words' 4adequately
followed" in the motion: had no meaning. The Council had not, and
he hoped it would not have, any right . to inquire what the student
did with his time, except by testing him at the examinations. Those
poor fellows who would be iinjured by the motion often made the
best studen-ts and' the most distinguished graduates. Dr. Jacob's
letter, however, should not be allowed to pass aside without making
a substantial and valuable addition to the Recommendations of the
Council. The giving of false oertificates was unknown in England
and Scotland; and it.ought to be stamped as disgraceful and dis-
honourable. He moved as an amendment:

"That the Council, having had.their attention drawn, by the letter
of Dr. Jacob, to the use of' fictitious certificates, object in the
strongest manner to their issue by tetchers and their useby oandi'
date4for licence. They reoonend that no certificates be griint4
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to a student who has been absent from more than onie-fourth of
the lectures required in any course, and direct that this be added
to the Council's 'Recommendation.s on Education and Examina-
tion.'"
Mr. TUJRNER seconded the amendment.
Mr. COLLINS said that there had been in Dublin a Committee to

investigate the sObJect of fictitious certificates. Certain resolutions
had been paissed but there was great dfficulty in Caxrying them olut.
He thought that a strict supervision of schools and hospitaLs by in-
sPectors would be the best: means of checking false certificates.
There was very little difference between the giving of fictitious
certificates of attendance to pupils and the issuing of false certificates
of death.

Mr. MACNAMA thought that Dr. Jacob had dealt with the sub-
ject somewhat as a bte noire. One of the schools referred to, which
had given certificates to evening students, had among its lecturers
some of the most eminent names in Dublin; and he was quite sure
that they had never issued false certificates. Some of the most
brilliant candidates in Dublin had been evening students. This
school had given up the. practice, a-nother school continued it, so
that students had an opportunity of attending evening lectures;
tut it was quite -an assumption to say that the school had issued
fictitious certificates, He had been informed that lectures were
delivered in the evening in London.

Dr. STORRAR said that it would not do to inquire how certain
men got their certificates. He did not think that the Council could
go behind the certificates issued. by the medical teachers. The ex-
amining bodies stood between the student and the Council, and it
would be impossible for the Council to supervise the conditions
under which the teachers gave certificates. He objected to the
specification of a certain proportion of lectures in Dr. Duncan's
amendment; it might be interpreted to mean that the student was re-
quired to attend only three-fourths of the course. He had scen
manyabusesof thecertifyingsystem, and believed there was no remedy
but such searching examination as would prevent the possibility
of cramming. He recognised the evil of fictitious cbrtificates, but
saw no means of preventing them, except, perhaps, by bringing the
teachers who gave them before the Council as guilty of infamous
conduct.
*Dr.IHIUMPH1Y would not wish to pass any stringent resolutions.

The Counpil had. better refrain from laying down regulations
as to the length of cQurses or the number of lectures to be attended,
and they must trust to the discretion of teachers and. students.

Dr. CRAMBER3 said that, as an examiner at Oxford and Durham,
he never inquired.whether the schedules of attendance on lectures
were signed or not. He thought them quite useless; and would not
vote for any proposal which would imply regulation of them by the
Couincil.

Pr, LioNa agreed with Dr. Jacob as to- the evil of fictitiou's certi-
fl.ates, but thought that he 'had taken an extreme view with regard
to night lectures. The two things were quite different. There were
many distinguished men, not only in Dublin, but in London and,
Edinburgh, who lectured in the evening;, sech, for example, as
Sir Astley Cooper. No doubt, the evening lecturers gave great
fqcilities to the class of men referred to 'by-Mr. Tumer-, for whom
he felt much sympathy. He hopied the Council would not throw
obstacles in the- way of men who' were desirous of entering the
medical profesion, and were obliged at the same time to earn their
living by. work.
After some remarks frOm Dr. AQUILLA S:MIT, Mr. SIMON, and

Dr; MAnTHEWS DUENCAN, both the resolution and the amendment
were withdrawn.

Mr. TURNER moved, Mr. SIMON seconded, and it 'was resolved:
"That Dr. Jacob's letter be ieferred to -the Irish Branch Council

for such inquiry as they may find needful, and for report thereon."
Charge,of igirng a False. Certificate of Death.-T-he Council in-

vestigated the case of Mr. W. H. Dry of Rodney Road, Walwovrth.
The rport of the solicitor to the Counoil stated that
Complaint was made:by the Medical Alliance Association that Mr.

Dry kept a dispensary in thd Xingsland Road, which had for some
years been! conducted by- a wholly: -unqualified assistant named
Upfield; and that, in 1879, Upfield -was fined '£1O for.pPrtending to
be a surgeon; and on September 9th he was agiii-i fined L1it fao
giving a false certificate, knd his employer, Mr. D)ry, was also fined
£10 for making the said false certificate.
Mr. John Terry, solicitor, atteaded on behalf of Mr. Dry,: nd

stated that he-had been inipractice fifty years, and'thatthM' was the
first complaint 'made against him; The assistanthia been apprea
tiWed tq' Mr. Dry twenty years iago,but WhIadX'1ed to' pasi his t

aminations, and had since continued to act as an assistant. A
neighbouring medical mawhad been called in bpfore the death of the
child, and had agreed to'get a bertificate 'from Mr. Dry. There
was no intention of fraud.
The Council deliberated in private, stud adopted the following

resolution.
"That, Mr. William Henry Dry having been convicted at Worship

Street Police Court of making a false certificate concerning the
death of Henry James Ault, a child whom he had not seen, but who
had been attended by his unqualified assistant, the Council intimate
to MIr. Dry their marked disapproval of his conduct, but, in the exer-
cise of their discretion, do not think it necessary now to remove his
name from the Medical Register.

Peroronation at Preliminary E&vaminations.-The following report
of the Executive Committee was read; and after some remarks from
Mr. MACNAMARA and Dr. HuIMPHRY, was ordered to be received and
entered on the Minutes.
The Resolutions regarding Unqualified Assistants.-It was moved

by Dr.'AQuILLA SMITH, seconded by' Mr. MARSHALL, and agreed
to:

"c 1'. That the resolutions based on the report of the Committee on
the Employment of Unqualified Assistants by Registered Practi-
tioners, which were passed by the Medical Council on the 21st of
April, 1883, be transmitted to the Lord President of the Privy
Council.

"1 2. That the resolution of the Council, marked (b) in the Minutes
of April 21st, 1883, be referred to the Executive Committee to com-
municate with the Registrar-General."

Thursday, April 26th1.
Dr. ACLAND, President, took the chair at 2 P.M.
Thte Mledical Acts Amendment Bill.-Dr. HALDANE moved:
(a) "That the constitution of the Medical Board of Scotland, as

laid down in Clause 9 of the Medical Act Amendment Bill (as
amended in committee) is unsatisfactory, and should be amended."
(b) "That the authorities should, be directly represented in the
lMedical Council."

Referring to the Government Aedical Acts Amendment Bill, be said,
it was manifest that if it should become law, the working of it would
depend very much upon the Medical Council, and upon the local
medical boards. It was upon the latter point that he desired to say
a few words. The powers of the local boards were very great; in
fact, almost everything connected with licences and examinations
was under their control. They had power to inspect schools of medi-
cine and all licensing bodies; and if- they sa;w fit, they might recom-
mend that schools be elosed, and that power be taken fromn the bodies
which conferred licences. They had also the appointment of the
examiners for all the final examinations. Those powers were very
great, and it was, thetefore, of the 'highest importance that such
boards should be elected as were likely to be impartial. No doubt
there were somewhat' contending interests in the medical profession;
and it was' important that the board should be constituted in such a

way as that no interest should have a vast preponderance over any
other. The constitution of the boards in England and in Ireland
was essentially the same. In Engla4d there was a proportion of
eight members elected by the universities and seven by the corpota-
tions, giviflg the universities a slight preponderance. In Ireland, as

the Bill was amended, it was prdposed that six should be appointed
by the universities and five bythe-corporations, the board consisting
of eleven members. In Scotland the number was the same as in

Ireland, eleven; but the distribution was very different, eight
members being selected bt the universities, and three only by
the corporations, giving the universities a complete prepon4er-
ance. -In E:ngland, the universities had a slight preponderance
over the corporations, but they were very differently situated
from the Scottish unive'sities. The English universities were not
essentially teaching bodies. In Oxford, there was practically no
medical school; in Cambridge, there was an admirable school, but
not one which could conme into competition with others; the Uni-
versity of London wag -purely a licenshig body; the University of
Durham was practically neither. a teaching nor a licensing body; and
the Victoria University was still in its infancy. The Scotch univer-
sities, on the other hand, wer,6 essentially great teaching bodies.
A large proportion of the students obtained their, education only in
the universities; and it was upon the class fees that the emoluments
of the professors almost entirely depended; they, therefore, had
every reason to deSireh'tt as many students as possible should
flock to them. What, it might be asked, wis the reason for the pro-
portion of -nitersity reprnexitatiies in Scotland ? 'It could not be
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that the universities were older teaching bodies than the corpora
tions, because the contrary was the fact. Till about the middle 'of
the last century, there were no professors of 'medicine in the univer-
sities. A certain number of the Fellows of the Colleges of Physi-
cians and Surgeons did teach; and until the medical faculty was

established, the university professors were taken from those bodies.
Again, the reason of the proportion of university representatives
could not be that there was any very great numerical preponderance
in the number of graduates as compared with those who were

licensed by the corporations. During the last year, the Royal Colb
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, Edinburgh, gave 180 double or

complete quaalifications; the Royal College of Physicians and the
Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow, gave 23-making, in
all, 203. The Scotch universities gave a total of 309, showing a con-

siderable preponderance as to double qualifications. But as the law
stood, the corporation coulcd give single qualifications. It was only
within the last year that the Scotch universities had ceased to give
single qualiflcations. A larger proportion of such qualifications had
beengiven by the corporations than by the universities. Taking an

average of five years, the corporations gave 2,030, whereas the uni-
versities gave only 1,299. It should, further, be borne in mind that
all these corporations had a very extensive constituency in the
country, numbering many hundreds. In-the third place, he did
not imagine that the cause :of the disproportion to which he
alluded was that the examinations were inferior in the cor-

porations as compared with the universities. No doubt the
qualifications granted by the universities involved, and should in-
volve, higher scientific education than the mere licence to practise.
Accordingly, the first professional examination in theuniversities
was considerably higher than that of the corporations, inasmuch as

it required a knowledge of natural history and botany. But it was
with the final examinations that the public had chiefly to do, and
he did iiot think it would be found, on comparison, that the examin-
ation carried out by the corporations was inferior to that of the
universities. It would appear from the minutes of the Council that
the average rejections at the College of Physicians, Edinburgh, in
1882, amounted to 21 per cent.; at the Royal College of Physicianis
and Suirgeons, Edinburgh, where the qualification was a double one,

the proportion was 43.9 per cent,; and at the College of Physicians,
Edinburgh, and the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow, it
was 4,5 per cent. He did not compare that with the proportion of
rejections at the universities; he simply pointed out the fact that a

very large number of those who came up for examination to the
various bodies he had mentioned were rejected. It might be said
that the corporations had the worst candidates, and on that account
there was a larger proportion of rejections. There might be a cer-

tain amount of truth in the statement; but, at all events, it was
clear that the corporations exercised a great amount of care, re-

jecting, as they did, half the candidates who came before them.
From his experience as an examiner, he ventured to state that he
considered that the final examination of the corporations was quite
as good as that of the universities. The real meaning of the vast
preponderance given to the universities was a desire to bring them
round to support the Bill. The universities of Scotland were very
important bodies, and made themselves felt politically; and he be-
lieved that the Government thought that there was no great proba-
bility of the Bill passing if the universities were to oppose it. The
next question was what would be the result, if the Bill passed in
its present form, upon the corporations ? He thought -that one or

two historical facts might indicate what the result would be in re-

gard to the College of Physicians of Edinburgh, and, no doubt, other
bodies. Two hundred years ago, the Royal College of Physicians of
Edinburgh obtained its charter. At that time, the University of
Edinburgh was important as a general educating body, but it was

nothing as a medical body; it had no schools, and it-did not teach
any part of the medical sciences, only granting a few degrees in me-

dicine annually. A charter was obtained in the time of Charles
II, and the University had sufficient influence to get two remark-
able clauses inserted in it. The first was, that the college to be
founded should never be allowed to be a teaching body; and the
second was, that every graduate of a Scotch university should be
able, on presenting his diploma, to go to the College of Physicians,
and demand to be made a licentiate. Until the last charter of the
College, obtained about twenty years ago, any man, no matter what
might be his character, if he possessed an university diploma,
could, on the payment of his fee, demand acceptance as a licentiate.
After the passing of the Medical Act of 1858, the larger number of uni-
versity graduates, whom they would rather be without-advertising
men, for example-applied to the College, and receeived its licenci.

Muchlater, they hadacotherexample of-the fact thatthefeeg the
universities was very mueh as it had been nearly 200: years beforq.
By the Medical Act -of 18658, the College hA the, undoubted power
of granting licences, which previously, owing to disuse, had been a
matter of some: doubt, to otber than university graduates. That waF
strongly opposed by the College of Physicians itself, which consisted
of university and non-university students; and so powerful were
the university set, that the power of granting licences to other than
university graduates was only carried by a majority of one, clearly
indicating what the feeling of the University towards the College
was, namely, to keep it in a state of subordination, and to allow
none but graduates to become licentiates. He believed, therefore,
that if the Government Bill passed in its present form, the tendency
would be to aggrandise the universities and at the same time to de-
press the corporations. Then there was another important point in
reference to the constitution of the board, and he -referred to it
especially because the board would have to select all the examiners.
The result would be that the nomination of the examiners for all
Scotland on medical subjects would be in the hands of the universi-
ties; it would, in fact, leave the examiners very much in the posi-
tion in which they were at present. A great deal had been said as
to the liberality of the universities in admitting extra or additional
examiners, who acted together with the professors; and it was
argued that that was a perfect safeguard to the students. That
looked very well, but in reality it did not work altogether as might
be expected; because the appointment of the additional examiners
was in the hands of the university itself ; they were not appointed
by any independent body, but by the University Court, and the.re-
sult was, that as a rule no man was appointed an extra examiner
who vas not congenial to the professors; they never thought, for
example, of appointing rival lecturers; although it had happened
once or twice, it was certainly not the rule. In many cases the
additional examiners had been assistant professors; and under those
circumstances it was manifest, considering the great disparity of
age and position, that they could not take an equal part in the ex-
amination. That was felt so much by the students, that in many
cases they were afraid to go up unless they had attended the lectures
of the professors. Another result of the proposed constitution of
the board, would be that the Extramural School of Medicine would
be in no short time completely extinguished. That body consisted
of thirty-eight members who were independent of one another, not
being incorporated. They lectured upon all the subjects of medicine,
not only on all the subjects of the University curriculum, but on a
great many othertopics-such as diseases of the ear and of the eye,
insanity, diseases of children, syphilis, etc. Within the last year or
two, courses of lectures had been opened in the' University, one on
insanity, and the other on diseases of the eye, and the extra-
academical lecturers had been selected for the purpose. The Extra-
mural School was a very important body. It allowed the students
to hear the opinions of different men on the same subject,
and to supplement their education. Indeed, it had proved
highly beneficial to the University itself. There had been
times when important subjects were lectured upon by inefficient
professors; and, no doubt, had there not been good extramural
teachers, the University must have fallen off to a great de-
gree. At one time, the teaching of anatomy was at a low ebb,
when, fortunately for the University, Dr. Knox was an extramural
teacher and conducted classes, which were crowded with students.
Another important point in connection with the Extramural School
was, that it was a nursery for professors. A man had there' the op-
portunity of showing what he was fit for. As a rule, the ettra-
mural lecturers had been selected as professors; and, in cases where
they had been east over, it had not always been for 'the benefit of
the University. If the Bill were carried in its present form, the
school would be extinguished. Evven at present, it had a certain
difficulty in maintaining its existence. There was naturally a great
prestige attaching to the universities, and the accommodation was
much better than the lecturers could furnish out of their own re-
sources; it therefore had a considerable struggle to live, because it
was severely handicapped. No doubt, four classes might be at-
tended at the Extramural School, but practically the plan did not
work altogether as was expected; because there was a fear on the
part of the students, that, if they went to any other professors
classes, it 'might go hard with them at the examination; and he
knew,, as a matter of fact, that there had been professors who had
attended the classes of others. Someprofessors divided their classis
into two, and the students often thought that they had to attend
both, Whereas it would be better if they could take one course from
oetum and another from another. Another abuse had also crept
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In-namely, t-hat some of the lecturersi had no text-books, the stu-

dents beingtold that they could be examined upon the lectures. There

was a strong feeling amongst the professors in the University against

the Extramural School, and some of them had made no secret of their

desire to see it completely destroyed. Not only would the destroying of

the Extramural School be a blow to the School of Edinburgh, it would

be a great blow to the University itself. That was a short outline of

his objections to the proposed constitution of the board. He should

be satisfied if the proportion was as in Ireland-six members being

elected by the universities and five by the corporations; but, as the

Bill at present stood, the constitution of the board would, in his

opinion, be most unjust to the medical corporations of Scotland.

Dr. HERON WATrsNs econded the motion, reserving his observa-

tions till a later period.
Dr. PYLE desired to correct a statement of Dr. Haldane with refer-

ence to the University of Durham. There were 130 medical students

attending the lectures at the University, and 30 or 40 graduates in

medicine were passed duTing the year.

Dr. PITMAN moved as an amendmenit, "That the Council do not

express an opinion on the question." He said he took exception to

Dr. Haldane's motion because it was first on the programme, and

was one of very many which followed, of nearly the same tendency;

and he was anxious to ascertain the opinion of the Council as to

how far it was their desire to discuss questions which, in his jud-

ment, were not strictly within its province. He did not say that it

might not happen that, upon a medical Bill introduced into either

House, some important question would arise concerning the rights

of the profession or the public at large, as to which it might be the

duty of the Council to make a representation to the Government.
But Dr. Haldane's motion was not of that character. Hle had

listened with great attention to Dr. Haldane's speech, but he had

heard nothing in it that had led him to alter his opinion. No ex-

ception was taken to the establishment of medical boards, but

simply to the constitution of the medical board in one particular

division of the kingdom; and the objection was taken on the part of

the two corporations in that division. Dr. Haldane did not repre-

sent all the medical authorities there, but he simply asked the

Council to express an opinion upon an exparte matter affecting the

interests of a part of the Scottish medical authorities. The Council

was asked to express an opinion that the constitution of the medical

board for Scotland as laid down in the Government Bill was unsatis-

factory. He (Dr. Pitman) could scarcely believe that it was unsatis-

factory to a large number of those who were represented on the

board. He did not know whether it was unsatisfactory to the Uni-

versities of Edinburgh, Glasgow,'Aberdeen, and St. Andrew's; it

certainly was unsatisfactory to the Colleges of Physicians and Sur-

geons in Edinburgh. If those medical authorities were not at one

upon the question, if the universities entertained the opinion that

the constitution was satisfactory, and if the colleges believed that it

was not satisfactory, the Council was asked to judge between the

different medical authorities in Scotland; and he supposed they

would have to fight over again a battle, which he would not desig-

nate in terms that had been before used, between the universities

and the corporations in one or other division of the kingdom. In

deciding that question, the Council would certainly be placing itself

in a very unpleasant position; and, in his opinion, the Colleges of

Physicians and Surgeons would also be placed in an unpleasant

position. If the Council were to decide the question adversely, in

what position would those two corporations fid themselves? They

would find the Council pronouncing that the constitution of the

medical board for Scotland was satisfactory. It might be said that

they were right in taking up the discussion of the question as a part

of the Bill, and that the reason for so taking it up was based upon

what had been done upon former occasions, the Council having

always considered it right to discuss medical Bills that affected the

medical profession. He did not dispute the right of the Council to

do so if they thought proper; but it was a question of propriety,
and he thought it was improper because, as Mr. Simon had said, the

Government had not thought fit to ask their opinion. If they had

wanted the opinion of the Council, it would have been asked; and

as yet it had not been asked, and he presumed that it was not re-

quired. Unless, therefore, some very strong reasons couldbe shown

why they should make a representation to the Government upon the

question, their opinion being unasked, he thought they would be

acting very improperly in passing Dr. Haldane's motion; in fact, in

his opinion, it would be somewhat impertinent. The discussion of

the question was no part of their proper duty. Their duties were

defined under the Act of 1858, and the disoussion of medical politics

was not one of them. He, therqfore, strongly objected upon prin-

ciple to the discussion of any details whatever in the Bill. He had
taken exception thus early in order to show that he was entirely
opposed to the discussion of any of the details of the Bill. Dr.
Haldane, in his speech, had sought to make out that the Scotch cor-
porations had a grievance because they were not sufficiently repre-
sented upon the medical board. The English corporations believed
that they had a somewhat similar grievance, but what course did
they adopt ? They did not go to the Council, and beg, through their
representatives, that the strength of the Council might be exercised
upon the Government for the purpose of advocating their special
interests; they went to the Lord President of the Council, and repre-
sented what they believed to be their grievances. His lordship'listened
carefully to the representation, and he believed that some modifica-
tion in the original Bill would be made to meet their requirements.
Why had not the Scotch bodies done the same? Surely they were
capable of representing to the Government their view upon the de-
tails, if they thought proper. The Council were not the proper per-
sons to interfere in the matter. He should be sorry to see the
Council taking up an ex yarte interest. He thought he had said
enough to justify the step he had taken in the matter, but it would
be well understood that, as Chairman of the Business Committee
also, he was somewhat jealous of the way in which the time of the
Council was spent; and, as one of the treasurers, he was also careful
as to the expenditure of money. Ho thought that neither the time
nor the money of the Council ougbt to be expended in discussing
the question introduced by Dr. Haldane. He hloped that the decision
of the Council would show that they were determined not to go out-
side their proper duty, although this or that body wlich considered
that it had a grievance appealed to them for support.

Dr. HUMPIHRY seconded the amendment.
Mr. MACNAMARA said that, as the member who had been guilty of

initroducing the subject under consideration to the notice of the
Council, he desired to say one or two words in reply to Dr. l'itman.
Dr. Pitma-n had said that he was jealous of the expenditure of the
time and money of the Council, but he had shownl a singular want
of judgment in moving his amendment. The question had been dis-
cussed and voted upon by the Council a few days ago, when it was
unanimously agreed that the Medical Bill should be taken into con-
sideration. It was a twice-fought battle, and a positive majority of
the Council had decided in favour of discussing the Bill in commit-
tee until the President exercised the privilege, which he rarely used,
of voting-so making the numbers equal; and the result was, that
his (Mr. Macnamara's) motion was lost. Dr. Watson then gave
notice of motion, that the matter shoulld be discussed in Council,
and, after some discussion, the motion was agreed to; but they were
now asked to fight the battle over again. If that were not a waste
of the time of the Council, and a waste of money, he did not
know what was. He believed that Dr. Lyons would bear him
out that, in another place, such conduct would not be tolerated;
tlhat, the House having expressed an opinion on the question, it could
not be re-introduced and discussed. If thle matter wvere to be intro-
duced and discussed from time to time, of course the time of the
Council would be largely occupied, and the members would be de-
tained much longer than they desired. He was most anxious that
the Council should come to a determination upon the question that
day, and he hoped that Dr. Pitman would see his way to withdraw-
ing his amendment, so that there might not be another long debate
upon that which had already been decided.

M1r. SIMoN said he did not think there was any inconsistency, asMdr.Macnamara supposed, between the previous vote of the Council
and the amendment by Dr. Pitman. The two were entirely con-
sistent. He hoped the Council would not pass a vote on any of the
questions now brought before it. The vote, if passed, would be with-
out significance; buthe quite assented to the desire of particular
members to express their views on the subject. Dr. Haldane had
expressed his view on the question of the apportionment of members
of the Scotch Board. Of course, he knew that there was another
side to the question. Perhaps those who took the other side would
be content tohold their peace; for it must be obvious that, if Dr.
Haldane were answered, and the question were discussed at length,
the whole sitting of the Council would be consumed. Dr. Haldane
had expressed, with characteristic ability and great temperance, his
view of the question, and he (MIr. Simon) was glad to have heard it;
but it did not follow that the Council should come to a vote upon it.
He hoped they would not, and that Dr. Pitman's amendment would
be carried-that the Council would feel satisfied withhaving heard
Dr. -Haldane's exposition of one side of the case. That one side
would, no doubt, be fully reported;but what useful influence could
be exercised by the Council, if there were anything short of an unani-
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mous vote of the members on any of the points brought before them?
If any gross mistake were being made in the Bill, in relation to the
collective interests of the public or of the profession, and if an unani-
mous vote of the Council could be obtained on the subject, well and

good. The only unanimous vote, he thought, that the Council could

pass would be to wish well to the Bill, in a broad sense, and to ex-

press their cordial gladness that the Government had heartily taken
-up the solution of a great difficulty, that had perplexed so many
Governments, in order to terminate what had been a professional
scandal for at least twenty years. They ought not to express their
own individual opinions, but rather their unanimous hope that the
Government might succeed in solving existing difficulties, in a way
which would be advantageous to the general public, and at the same
time satisfy, in all legitimate ways, the interests of the largest num-
ber of the bodies concerned.

Dr. A. SMITH said that Dr. Haldane had suggested what appeared
to be a very conjectural explanation of the reason why such a pre-
ponderance should be given to the representatives of the universities.
That suggestion received some confirmation from the remarkable
fact, that in the first Bill there were only four university members
against seven members of the corporations. The very important
change that had been made, he thought, quite brought the question
within the province of the Council for consideration. He was glad
that the discussion had been raised, because the opinions expressed
would go before the profession and the public; and even if they
should be disregarded by the Council, theY might have their influ-
ence hereafter elsewhere as effectually as if the Council had voted.
He observed that the number of candidates examined by the Col-
lege of Physicians and the College of Surgeons in London was 790,
while the number examined by the four universities was only 262.
In Dublin, also, the number of candidates examined by the Colleges
of Physicians and Surgeons exceeded the number examined by the
universities. Those were strong facts in support of Dr. Haldane's
motion. The case withl regard to Ireland was one of great hardship.
The College of Physicians were at first to have three representatives
on the board, and he observed that a proposal had been introduced
to reinsert that number in the Bill.

Dr. SCOTT ORnn said that the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons
of Glasgow approved of the main principle of the Bill, and he agreed
with Mr. Simon in wishing that all the members of the Council
were of the same opinion. Dr. Haldane had objected, on behalf of
two Edinburgh corporations, to the large preponderance of univer-
sity representatives. In the Medical Council as now constituted, the
representation of the universities of Scotland had been exceedingly
small-certainly, much too small; and it was difficult to see why
the proportion should have been continued so long. It seemed also
equally difficult to understand why the university representation
should be quadrupled, and why Scotland should be so exceptionally
treated. The only reason that occurred to him was that which had
been so well suggested by Dr. Haldane, that the prospect of a large
representation was held out to the universities in order that they
might use their political influence in support of the Bill. The result
of such a representation would be simply to extinguish the power
and influence of the corporations in everything connected with
medical education and examination. Dr. Haldane had shown the
enormous proportion of candidates examined by the united corpora-
tions of Scotland. It would be seen from the returns before the
Council that the proportion was something like seven to four. The
corporations had all along been doing much good and conscientious
work in the examination and licensing of candidates. The Edin-
burgh corporations could speak for themselves; but he begged
respectfully to refer to the report of the visitors of examinations
with reference to the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow,
which was certainlyas flatteringa report as anythat had been given for
any of the corporations in the United Kingdom. It appeared to him
inconsistent with the liberal spirit of a measure which recognised
the claims of the general medical profession to share in its regula-
tion that three-fourths of the medical board for one division of the
kingdom should be nominated by bodies so numerically small as the
senates of the universities, the majority of the members of which were
not members of the medical profession at all, and even the medical
members were not the representatives in any way of the general
body of the profession. In comparison with those bodies, the Fel-
lows who constituted the constituencies of the corporations were
numerically a large body, composed entirely of medical practitioners
and well acquainted with the wants of the profession. With regard
to the Extramural Schools, the proposition to constitute the Medi-
cal Board of Scotland with so large a preponderance of university
nominees would necessarily have a discouraging and probably

disastrous effect. The renown that Scotland long enjoyed in refer-
ence to medical teaching was in a large measure due to those
schools. There were in Glasgow three distinct Extramural Schools,
each with a complete staff of teachers, numbering in all about forty.
He thought that the Medical Board of Scotland should be constituted
in pretty much the same way as the boards for England and Ireland;
at all events he would suggest that the proportion might be six
members for the universities and five for the corporations.

Dr. MATTHEWS DUNCAN said he intended to support Dr. Pitman's
amendment, but he doubted whether he should have done so if Dr.
Haldane and Dr. Scott Orr had not had the opportunity of making
their speeches, which he considered of the greatest importance and
value, and he had no doubt that they would be put on record. He
felt, however, that the view stated by Dr. Pitman with regaxd to the
business and the time of the Council was a correct one, and he
should therefore support the amendment. lie desired to express his
cordial assent to the main points in Dr. Haldane's speech. He had
had experience as an examiner at St. Andrew's, Glasgow, Edinburgh,
and also at the University of London. He had heard a good deal
said and written against the Scotch universities and corporations,
but he had never had the slightest reason to blush for them, and he
was able from his experience as an examiner in England to endorse
Dr. Haldane's opinion. As a friend of the universities of Scotland,
he regarded the preponderance given to those on the Scotch Mledical
Board as an injury which they would never cease to feel, and which
the history of medicine in Scotland in every chapter of it proved;
and many of the most important authorities in the universities
were of the same opinion. If any injury were done to the corpora-
tions, the bodies that would suffer most wotuld be the universities
themselves.

Dr. STORRAR said he had voted in favour of the discussion of the
Bill, simply because he saw that there was a considerable section of
the Council that desired discussion; and he thought it would be un-
just to deprive them of the opportunity of expressing their opinions
upon any important principle submitted; but, although he had voted
on that side of thle question, he had no hesitation in declaring his
intention of voting for Dr. Pitman's motion. He did so with the
most perfect respect for Dr. Haldane, and for all that he had uttered
on that occasion. He was not ignorant of the state of the medical
schools in Scotland, and he frankly owned that, when he saw the
great preponderance given in the Bill to the representation of the
Scotch universities, he was surprised. Dr. Haldane had stated one
side of the question as to the injustice of such a preponderance, but
they had not heard the other side of the question. He took it for
granted that there were certain views before the Government which
justified the course that had been taken; but even supposing that
the Government were wrong in what they had done, and that they
had acted hastily, he did not think that the matter could be put
right by any vote of the Medical Council. If there were a division
and a slight preponderance in favour of the views expressed by Dr.
Haldane, the matter would be represented to Lord Carlingford, who
would see that so many representatives were on one side of the
question, and so many on the other; and he would, no doubt, come
to his own conclusion; and a similar result would take place if the
balance of opinion were the other way. The position taken by Dr.
Haldane on behalf of the Scotch corporations was not a singular
one. A certain amount of dissatisfaction had been felt in Ireland,
but the Irish authorities had not brought the matter for discussion
before the Council; they had stated the ground of their dissatisfac-
tion to the Government, and he believed that some remedy had
been proposed. With regard to England, in the discussion which
took place in the Committee of the House of Lords, a few days ago,
there were some indications of the universities of England being
likely to suffer by the change in the balance of representatives.
What did the English universities do? They did not bring their
grievance before the Medical Council for discussion, but they took
their own course. He did not know what course had been adopted
by the University of Oxford, but he knew, in a general way, what
had been done at Cambridge. Speaking on behalf of the University
of London, he had not come to the Council to-ventilate the griev-
ances of that University, but he had gone to the Senate of that
body, and asked it to make a very decided representation to the
Government; he had also, as Chairman of Convocation, taken steps
to have the matter brought before that body when it met on May
8th, long before there was any chance of the Bill passing through
the House of Commons. His own impression was, that so strong had
been the representation made by the University of London, that the
ground of their dissatisfaction was likely to be removed, and that
such arrangements would be come to as would be satisfactory to
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the universities of England, and not unsatisfactory to the Colleges
of Physicians and Surgeons. The University of ILondon could not
suppose for a moment that the Medical Council was the proper
arbiter of its claims against any other bodies; and he thought the
same line of argument might be applied to Scotland. The corpora-
tions were important bodies.; there were Scotch peers in the House
of Lords, and a large number of energetic and intelligent Scotch
members in the House of Commons, who could represent the views
of those corporations. He thought, therefore, that they would be
prejudicing their own case by seeking a decision of the Medical
Council. They would be stronger by using the machinery they had
in their own power in Scotland, than they could be by any voting
which might narrowly divide the Council. For these reasons, he
was in favour of the amendment, which declared that it was not ex-
pedient to express an opinion upon the question.

Mr. TURNER said he should support Dr. Pitman's amendment.
The question was one which had reference to Scotland only, and he
did not think that any vote of the Council would solve the matter
one way or the other. If there were to be any change in the
constitution of the Board, it should be effected by other agencies
than those which the Council could bring to bear.

Dr. HERON WATSON said that, after the remarks of the other
members of the Council who had spoken, he should confine what he
had to say to a few points, in which he should endeavour, if pos-
sible, to accentuate Dr. Haldane's observations, and to impress, not
mnerely,on the Coulicil, but on the large body of the medical pro-
fession which the echoes of that room would no doubt reach, a
matter which he deemed of very vital importance to the profession
in Scotland. With regard to the point of order taken by Dr. Pitman,
and the alleged waste of time and money involved in bringing the
matter before the Council, he would remind them not merely of
the technical grounds admirably brought forward by Mr. Macnaiara,
but of the fact that they were a council of medical registration and
medical education. He maintained that matters connected with the
constitution of the boards which were to regulate the admission,
and to supervise the whole course of education and examination,
were of vital importance to the Council, and that they were justi-
fied in taking them up in connection with any Bill that might be
brought before them. For those reasons, he was certainly not dis-
posed to accede to the amendment of Dr. Pitman. He desired to
make a few remarks upon some points in connection with the ques-
tion which Dr. Haldane touched upon. The university element was
certainly to preponderate upon the board, and it was to preponder-
ate in different proportions. What was it that rendered it reason-
able that Edinburgh should have three 'representatives, Glasgow
two, Aberdeen two, and St. Andrew's one? Was there anything in
the constitution of the University of Edinburgh that differed so
much from the constitution of the Universities of Aberdeen and
Glasgow as to give Edinburgh a preponderance of one? If the
universities were always anxious to subordinate the corporate col-
leges in every attempt that they might make, they were not in the
least degree unlikely to desire that, among themselves, one body
should not have an undue representation accorded to it as compared
with' the others. They might probably, therefore, leave the
unhiversities in that respect to fight out their own battle on
another platform than that of the Medical Council. But wrhile
he could conceive of no distinc'tion between the Universities of
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, that should require 'a separate
representation, according to thonumbers he had stated, there was,
he thought, in connection with the University of St. Andrew's some-
thing that did require special consideration-the fact that that
university received a representation of only one. It might be :said
that St. Andrew's graduated ten men in each year, and that those
ten men were already upon the Register, and that, as the University
was not a' medical teaching body, it could really hardly have any
claim for representation. But how caime it that St. Andrew's was in
that condition-that she had been reduced to that impoverished
state? When they considered that the London University was not
ateaching body, but was permitted to open its gates to all comers
who satisfied certain requirements, how came it that St. Andrew's
occupied its present position ? It had held the right to grant
degrees; like the Universities of Bologna and Paris, from the year
1411 down to i8s8-a right which by Royal Charter wasstill further
confirmed. IUnder the Act of Union, also, it continued to possess
those rights. When the 'University Bill and the Medical Bill of 1858
were passed, a change was made in the constitution of the Univer-
sity of St. Andrew's. How did that change come about? In 1860,
the late Sir Robert Christison informed himr that there was nothing
which would afford him greater satisfaction than being able to ex-

tinguish the right of the University of St. Andrew's to grant degrees.
He did not tell him the reason, but he could quite conceive what it
was. St. Andrew's was a thorn in the side of the Universities of
Eadiburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, and she was, therefore, treated
Ps a poor little sister, to be put out of the way. He thought, there-
fore, that there would be good reason that matters should be re-
versed with regard to the number of representatives of the univer-
sities of Scotland; and if three members were to be given to St.
Andrew's, he conceived there would be good ground for the change.
He was at a loss to understand what there was in connection with
the Universities of Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, which en-
titled them to be represented by seven members. If members
alone were concerned, a single representative of each would
be sufficient to secure a proper attention to the interests of
those institutions. Why, again, were the corporate colleges
to be reduced to a comparatively small number of representa-
tives ? Those colleges in the past had done their best to do their
duty. He was aware that attacks had been made upon them,
but there was nothing in the report of the Royal Commissioners
sholwing any ground for disqualifying the three Scotch corporations
from maintaining the position they had hitherto occupied in so dig-
nified a manner. They had been dragged into public notice, but
they had abstained from giving any reply to the attacks made upon
them. The first occasion on which they were led to make some
slight response to those unworthy attacks was when Sir Trevor
Lkwtence, in the House of Commons, asked Mr. Mundella certain
questions. in connection with the fellowship of the colleges. The
answer was then clearly given that, whatever might be right in
England or in Ireland in connection with the appointment of men
to fellowships in the Colleges of Surgeons and lPhysicians, the object
which it was desired to attain by opening up fellowships to general
practitioners was, that they should feel that they had an interest in
one of the bodies of the profession, and an interest in maintaining
a high standard of medical education throughout the country. It
had been asserted that there was a want of due vigilance on the
part of those bodies in admitting men to their examinations. The
figures that had been quoted with regard to rejections would testify
that they had exercised a reasonable discretion in that matter. On
that subject, it would be borne in mind that Mr. Turner had stated,
in a subjoined memorandum to the report, "I take exception to the
reference to the one-sided expression of opinion as to the character
of the examinations of the College of Physicians and the Glasgow
Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons. It would only have been fair
to those bodies to have also stated that other witnesses had ex-
pressed themselves very decidedly that their examinations are satis-
factory, and of a thoroughly practical character." It would, how-
ever, be unnecessarily taking up the time of the Council to enter
into the further details in connection with that matter. He main-
tained that there had been no improper conduct on the part of the
corporate colleges in Scotland which should lead to* their degrada-
tion. From the remarks that had been made by the Royal Com-
missioners on the influence of the Scotch universities, their inten-
tions might be very easily gathered; and, as the present Government
Billwas the outcome of the report, they could well understand what
was reserved for the collegiate bodies in -reference to the arrange-
ments for the final examination. The medical board would have to
appoint examiners and to determine the nature of the' examinations,
and they were to have the preliminary examinations in their hands.
They had also to determine the schools where the medical students
should conduct their medical studies, and who were the authorities
that should conduct the preliminary examination. They had power
to inspect schools, to visit all examinations previous to the final,
and to have it in their power to deprive those bodies of the privi-
leges they enjoyed. They could easily understand what direction
the action of the board was likely to take by the proportion of repre-
sentatives given to the university. The corporate bodies and schools
'might appeal to the Mledical Council; but they could only appear
before it as a deputation, hat in hand, humbly asking for a deci'ton;
and he had no doubt that the Council would, as it 'had done before,
carefully listen to any representations that might be made. The
minority of the board, however, would not send up any one to
represent them. He might be permitted to read one or two
extracts from a letter which he had written on the subject:-
" In the old r6gimne, the three medical corporations in Scotland re-
turned three members to the General Council, while the universities
returied only two; Edinburgh and Aberdeen, Glasgow and St.
Andrew's, being linked for this purpose.' Now the universities, by
this Bill, return to the Scotch Board eight members (Edinburgh
three, Glasgow two, Aberdeen two, St. Andrew's one); and the cor-
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porations return only one representative each. Thus, upon the
board in Scotland, which will regulate all the examinations, all the
examiners, and the course of study, we shall have the universities in
the proportion of 8 to 3 to the corporations. The influence of the
corporations will thus be entirely subverted; and no one unless
actually an university professor, or some one who is, to put it
mildly, not opposed to university interests, will be permitted to act
under the authority of a board so constituted. In this way, the
school of medicine and surgery external to the university, though at
present available as affording qualifying courses of lectures and
instruction for university education, will come to be extinguished,
as the appointment of none but university professors, or those who
do not directly oppose them, to act as examiners for the final
examination, or as inspectors of examination previous to the
final, will determine the students in taking their courses of
lectures from those only who will be their examiners, and
who, rightly or wrongly, they believe, will take a more bene-
volent view of their appearance if they had known them as stu-
dents who have paid fees into their pockets. It will also admit
of these same professors in the University so conducting their
examinations as to compel students to take out their courses more

frequently than is required by the curriculum, so as to secure the
greatest certainty of success when they come before them as ex-
aminers. No doubt it may be argued that as any scheme for exami-
nation formed by the board, must be approved by the Medical
Council and by the Privy Council, it is impossible that any such
outrage could be committed, but when one sees that the representa-
tion on the Scotch Board of the universities is 8 to 3, and that all the
representatives to the General Council will thus inevitably be uni-
versity men, what chance can the corporations have against such
odds, especially as it must involve all the expense and trouble of
vexatious journeys by deputations to London to wait on the Medical
Council and on the Privy Council to contest any point in which the
minority protest against the acts of the majority, and when the
minority would appear only as suppliants, while the majority would
(as represented on the Council) appear both to plead and afterwards
to adjudicate. Then before the Privy Council, when the considera-
tion of any statement is not in public court, but in private by any
two of the Lords or others comprising Her Majesty's Privy Council,
the very fact that the members of the Scotch Board had been made
by Act of Parliament so very disproportionate would in itself con-
stitute a strongpriWm facic ground for accepting the conclusion of
the university majority. It must further be remembered that while
the universities are represented in the House of Commons, and are
connected by many ties with members of the House of Lords, and
can recognise the generous benevolence of other influential persons
by their honorary degrees, the medical corporations have no repre-
sentatives in the House of Commons specially elected to consider
their interests, have no connecting link with the House of Peers,
and have no honorary distinction with which to interest influential
persons, or acknowledge their disinterested services. The method by
whicb I should be inclined to meet this difficulty would be to place
upon the board for Scotland three members for each of the Scotch
Colleges (corporations). That is to say, three for the RoyalCollege of Physicians of Edinburgh, three for the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons, and three for the Glasgow Faculty of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons. As in fact the three Scotch corpora-tions return nearly -twice the number of licentiates that the uni-
versities in Scotland do, so a majority of one on the board in favour
of the corporation is. I believe, a very reasonable demand." He
desired also to read a few extracts from the petition of the Royal
College of Surgeons, Edinburgh. "That your petitioners apprehendthat the inevitable result of such undue representation of the uni-
versities of Scotland upon the board proposed by the Bill to be es-
tablished, is calculated to bring about, sooner or later, the extinction
of the Scotch corporations. That the freedom of Scotch medical
teaching and education outside the Scotch universities, qualifying
hitherto not only for your petitioners' diploma, but for that of all
medical authorities, university and corporate, throughout the United
Kingdom, may, by the extinction of the legitimate influence of your
petitioners, put an end to the free trade in medical teaching, which
at present is a distincltive feature of medical education in Edin-
burgh, and risk its becoming a monopoly in the hands of the uni-
versities, which, even as at present constituted, can, on the plea of a
higher standard of education, exercise an influence far from whole-
some, in compellinig the studlent of medicine who proposes to gradu-
ate, to take his classes from the limited teaching staff providedwithin their walls. -That the provisions in the Bill for the conduct
of the examinations in science and medicine antecedent to the final

exatnination to be conducted by the board, are of so vague and
general a kind, as to admit of the practical exclusion of your petition-
ers from a just share in such duty, and the development of such a
preponderating university influence in the conducting of all the ex-.
aminations-preliminary and antecedent to the final-as would
virtuafly make the universities paramount, and bring about the ex-
clusion of the corporations as such, from all proportionate share in
such duty." The only other extract he would read was from the
petition of the lecturers in the Extramural School of Medicine of
Edinburgh. " That the Medical Board for Scotland shall consist of
eleven members, of whom eight are to be elected by universities
and three by corporations. Practically, therefore, the board repre-
sents the universities, and a possible result of the powers vested in
it is the entire abolition of corporation representatives in the not
distant future. Its functions, at all events, will be exercised in the
interest of the universities. That these functions chiefly are-1, the
recognition and supervision of schools at which the student may be
educated; 2, the recognition and supervision of previous examina-.
tions; and 3, the appointment of examiners to condluct the final ex-
amination, the nature and extent of which is determined by the
board. That the first and second of these functions will give to the
university authorities the power of totally suppressing competition
in teaching-a power greatly to be deprecated in the interests of the
profession and the public, and even of the universities themselves.
It is not indeed probable that a high-handed exercise of this power
would be at once, and to its full extent, put in operation; but it is
easy to see that a time maycome, when the opinion adverse to com-
petition which now exists maypervade all the university authorities,
and when refusals to recognise new lecturers, and the denial of re-
cognition to previous examinations, in whole or in part, may from
time to time be used to diminish the importance, and ultimately to
destroy the Extramural SchooL"

Dr. HUMPHRY said that whatever benefit was likely to result to
the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons of Edinburgh, by the
consideration of the question in the Medical Council, would already
have been gained by the very lucid and careful speeches made by
the representatives of those bodies. They were perhaps more fitted
for the public ear than for the Council; but the question was,
whether the Council ought to express its opinion. He could not think
that the Colleges would be likely to be benefited by such an ex-
pression of opinion. In the first place, it would be regarded as an
assumption on the paxt of the Council of a duty which did not
belong to it. The Council bad not to consider the conflicting interests
of the several bodies, arid, so far as he was aware, it had never
done so; it had never ventured to interpose between body and body
in any of the departments in the kingdom. The duty of the Council
was, and had been, to see that each of the several bodies, in its own
capacity and sphere, did its duty with a view of ensuring a proper
amount of education to its students; but to consider the merits or
interests or position of one body in comparison with another was
not the duty of the Council. If, therefore, the Council expressed
an opinion, and even a favourable one, to the corporations in ques-
tion, it would have no weight, and it might even injure their cause.
But if the opinion were adverse or nearly balanced, the evil would
be still greater. Even if it were their daty to enter into the ques-
tion, could they, as individuals, give a conscientious vote upon it?
Had they the requisite knowledge? One important question which
had been brought before them, both by Dr. Haldane and by Dr.
Watson, was, the relation of the Extramural School of Edinburgh to
the University of Edinburgh. He confessed that on that point he
did not think the members of the Council would be able to form an
opinion or to give a vote, and their action in the matter might do
an injustice to those bodies. But the great reason why the Council
ought not to express an opinion was, that it had not been asked to
consider the question. On former occasions, the Council had taken
up the question of medical politics with some doubt, because it
had been referred to them by the Lord President. They had no such
duty under the Medical Act; but the questions being referred to
them by so high an authority, they were taken into consideration by
the Council. The present question lay further outside the Council
than the ordinary questions of medical politics, such as those relat-
ing to education and examination. The questions at present raised
concerned the representation of particular bodies upon the board,
and he did not think that they were fit subjects for the considera-
tion of the Council. He should vote for Dr. Pitman's amendment,
not because he desired to vote against the bodies in question, but
because he wished to be held neutral.

Dr. PETTIGREW said that no doubt injury had been done to St.
Andrew's in the past, and it continued even to the present day. He
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had recently heard that there was to be an amendment in the
House of Lords with a view of excluding St. Andrew's altogether
from the Medical Board. He did not see upon what principles of
justioe that exclusion could be effected. St. Andrew's, at oneperiod,
gave degrees to all comers, and there was no reason why it should
be deprived of that privilege. So far as he understood it, there was
nothing that could be said for the University of London that might
not be said with equal force for the University of St. Andrew's; and
it was now a question whether the time had not arrived when that
University should be reinstated in its former privileges. The exa-
minations were in many respects all that could be desired. It had
been rather the custom to decry them, but he (Dr. Pettigrew) failed
to see in what respect the University did not examine its students
properly.

Dr. HALDANE asked the permission of the Council to withdraw
the motion that he had proposed. He had no wish that the Council
should express an opinion between the corporations and the uni-
versities of Scotland, but he thought that the corporations had been
badly used by the Bill as proposed, and the matter was one of
such importance that it was right to bring it before the Council.
The PRESIDENT said the object sought would, no doubt, be gained

by the discussion that had taken place. He thought, however, it
was greatly to be regretted that, at the end of so many days, they
should be occupying the time of the Council in discussing a Bill
which in a very few hours, or even minutes, wouild probably have
passed the House of Lords. After the statement of the Chairman of
the Business Committee, it would be for the Council seriously to
consider what course should be pursued with regard to the long list
of amencdments on the Bill of which notice had been given.

Mr. SIMON suggested that Dr. Haldane should accept Dr. Pitman's
amendment, instead of withdrawing his motion. That would serve
as a precedent on which to act in regard to the other amendments
that had been proposed.

Dr. PITMAN said he had been careful not to make any reference
whatever to the opinion which he might entertain upon the consti-
tution of the Scottish Board, bezause it was no part of his business to
make any reference to that question. The point he had taken was
that it was a matter with which the Council had no concern, and he
was also jealous for the time of the Council. They had then arrived
at the eighth day, and had been expending two hours upon a discus-
sion which they were now asked to wipe out altogether from their
memories. He thought, with Mr. Simon, that it would facilitate
their proceedings if his amendment were adopted by the. Council.

Dr. LYONS said that, with all respect to the Chairman of the
Business Committee, he thought that a very useful purpose had
been served by the discussion which had taken place, and especially
by the statements of Dr. Haldane and Dr. Watson. He protested
against the idea of the time of the Council having been wasted.

Dr. PITMAN said he had not stated that the time of the Council
had been wasted, only that it had not been usefully or properly em-
ployed.

Dr. Haldane's motion was then withdrawn, by leave of the
Council. Dr. A. Smith and Dr. Pettigrew also withdrew notices of
motion, in which other amendments had been proposed.

Dr. PYLE, in withdrawing a motion of which he had given notice,
said that he had recently returned from the Riviera, where there was
an increasing tendency not to allow British medical men to practise
without taking degrees in medicine in the University of Paris.
Englishmen were, in consequence, obliged to call in French medical
men, many of whom could not speak English, and the results were
sometimes extremely serious.

Mr. MACNAMARA withdrew a number of notices of amendment
which he had given, but said there was one which he desired to
submit to the Council, viz.: " Clause 3, p. 1, line 19. After "men-
tioned," insert " and has been affiliated to, and obtained a medical
diploma from, any medical authority under this Act." It had been
held, he said, that the Register, as it would be constructed, would
indirectly secure affiliation; but if that were admitted to be a desir-
able thing, he did not see why affiliation should not be made a sine
qud non. The Council had been engaged for some days in adjudi-
cating upon cases of professional immorality; and it would have
had many more such cases to deal with had it not been for the moral
influence exercised by the medical authorities over their alumni. It
was of the greatest importance to point out to the Government the
great importance, in a social point of view, of affiliation. The
bodies, too, required the revenue to enable them to discharge their
important public duties. He should look upon it as a national
calamity if anything occurred that would at -all cripple so magni-
ficent an institution as the College of Surgeons of England, with its

splendid Hunterian Museum. M-r. Mlarshall had told him in con-
versation that he thought that a student would not like to see the
column left blank, and that he would therefore seek affiliation with
some college. From his (Mr. Macnamara's) experience in Ireland,
he was afraid that when students once acquired the breadwinning
qualification, they would not trouble themselves with anything
further. Such a result would be a serious loss to the revenue of the
authorities, and a still greater loss to the reputation of the profes-
sion. It had been stated that, unless students became affiliated,
they would not receive hospital appointments; but there was no

guarantee that Guy's Hospital, for example, might not declare to-
morrow that it would be far better to have a man who was not
affiliated. Not many years ago, there was a regulation that no one
should hold any infirmary appointment in Ireland who was not a

licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland; but that
monopoly had been taken away; and if the present Bill passed, all
licentiates under it would be able to hold appointments in the
county hospitals. There was another amendment which he also
desired to bring before the Council, as to the desirability of register-
i-ng degrees in Arts given by an university. But he would not press
it, as he had been informed by a distinguished peer that that would
be provided for independently of the Council; and if it were not
done in the House of Lords, he had no doubt that an amendment
would be proposed to that effect in the House of Commons.

Dr. PYLE seconded the motion, but, without further discussion, it
was negatived by a large majority, only bwo hands being held up in
its favour.
The Council then proceeded to the following notice of motion,

which had been given by Dr. Quain:
" That in Clause 4 of the 3Medical Act Amendment Bill (as

amended in Committee), the words ' subject to any local lawv' be
struck out, seeing that if colonial practitioners are admitted to prac-
tise in this country on simiple registration, which is provided for
(Clause 21), it seems scarcely fair to impose local laws on registered
British practitioners."

Dr. QUAIN said that lie now understood that the subject referred
to would be abundantly provided for.
The clause of the Bill was as follows:
"On and after the appointed day, a registered medical practitioner

may, save as hereinafter menitioned, practise the callings of medicine,
surgery, ancd midwifery, or any of the said callings, in the UJnited
Kingdom, and (subject to any local law) in any other part of Her
Majesty's dominions, and may recover in due course of law in re-

spect of such practice, any expenses, charges in respect of medica-
ments or other appliances, or any fees to which he may be entitled,
unless he is a member of a college of physicians the members of which
are prohibited by by-law from recovering at law their expenses,
charges, or fees, in which case such prohibitory by-law, so long as it
is in force, may be pleaded in bar of any legal proceeding instituted
by such member for the recovery of expenses, charges, or fees."

Dr. QUAIN- said that local laws might be of a very objectionable
kind. At one time there was a local law in Canada, that there
should be a fee of one hundred guineas for registration. He should
be very glad if it was made clear that the colonial legislature would
not impose restrictions upon a British practitioner, which colonial
practitioners were not subject to in this country.
The matter affected the interests of the profession at large, and

wasnot restricted to the interests of the Council. He was sure that
it would be the wish of the Council that perfect reciprocity should
be established.
The following motion stood upon the agenda in the name of Dr.

Quain.
"That, in Clause 70 of the Bill, it would be most objectionable to

repeal the portion of Section 4 of the Dentists' Act which prohibits
prosecution by private persons, seeing that there is no reason why a

distinction should be made between dentists and registered medical
practitioners as regards prosecution (see Section 27, Clause 5, of
the Bill); and that, if prosecution were instituted by private indi-
viduals against the persons on the Dentists' Register who have been
objected to, the Council would be bound to maintain the accuracy
of the -Register, and would be engaged in litigation all over the
country."

Dr. QUAIN said that no one could object to that; but he felt that
prosecution should not be directed against registered persons with-
out the consent of the Council.
The motion was not proceded with.
Dr. AQUILLA SMITH moved:
" That the provision in the Medical Act Amendment Bill (as

amended in Committee), for the constitution of the Mlcdical BOard
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for Ireland (Clause 9, Section 5), in which only two members are to
be chosen by the King and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland,
be amended by re-inserting the word " three," instead of " two," as
it stood in the original Bill."
The motibn was seconded by Dr. HALDANE and immediately

withdrawn.
Tramnforerwe from Old to Non, Council.-Mr. TURNER, in the

absence of Dr. Pitman, Chairman of the Business Committee, said
that it was very important that they should come to some under-
standing as to whether, if the Medical Bill became an Act, there
would have to be any meeting of the Council in order to transfer
the property and other matters connected with the Council from
the old body to the new one. The fifty-second Clause of the
Bill provided that the first Council under the Act should come into
office on March 31st, 1884. He did not know what the legal techni-
calities of the matter might be. An expression of opinion from the
President might guide the members of the Council.
The PRESIDENT said that the Council had undertaken certain

duties, and probably all the members of the Council held the opinion
that, as long as they existed as a Council, they should endeavour to
perform what they had undertaken. When the Council ceased to
exist, the mode of its dissolution would declare itself. He saw no
more reason at the present time for changing the course of proce-
dure than he did five years ago. Unless the Council gave him
special. instructions, he should be guided by circumstances in the
matter of summoning them. The Bill would probably become an
Act this session, but still the probability was one of remote uncer-
tainty. The pressure of work before the Government was so great,
that no plain-speaking statesman could say what Bill was likely to
pass. But the Government were earnestly desirous to bring to an
end the uncertainties and perplexities of medical education in Great
Britain and Ireland; and if they could pass the Bill they would do
so. The duties of the present Council under the Act of 1858 would
remain the same until the day that the new Council came into
office. As to the question whether a meeting of this Council would
be necessary in order to transfer, the President said that he could
hardly answer it. He should, perhaps, have the opinion of one of
the law-officers of the Government on that subject.

Dr. LYONS, said that the transfer of the temporalities of the
Irish Church to the Church Commissioners afforded a precedent as
to the way in which one body might take over the functions of
another.

It was then resolved, on the motion of Dr. AQUILLA SMITH, that
the duties of the General Medical Council be delegated to the
Executive Committee until the next meeting of the Council.

Vote of Thanks.-Dr. A. SMITH moved:
" That the thanks of the Council are hereby cordially tendered to

Dr. Acland, the President, for his efficient services during the present
session of the Medical Council."

Mr. SIMON seconded the motion. He said that he could not
express how much indebted he felt the Council to be to Dr. AcJand
for the singular zeal and ability with which he had devoted himself
to the service of the Council and the interests of the public. It was
now twenty-five years since Dr. Acland began to give his valuable
assistance to that branch of the public service. Before he undertook
the office of President, it was impossible for anyone to overlook the
disiiterestedness and public spirit which he brought to the Council
table. In these last years, in which he had presided at their de-
liberations, Dr. Acland had devoted himself to the business of the
Council as if it had been the dearest private interest of his life.
The motion was carried by acclamation.
The PRESIDENT said that he could only thank them for their con-

fidence and kindness. He wished that the admirable words of Mr.
Simon had been given to a worthier cause.
Votes of thanks were then given to Dr. Pitman, Chairmani of the

Business Committee; Dr. Quain and Dr. IPitman, Treasurers; and Mr.
Millar, Registrar of the Council.
The proceedings then terminated.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON.
AT a meeting of the College on April 26th, a communication from
the Grocers' Company was read, announcing the foundation of three
scholarships, each of £250 a year, and a Discovery Prize of £1,000,
-to be given every four years, for the encouragement of original
research in sanitary science. The following were elected Fellows:
James Sawyer, M.D.Lond., Birmingham; George Frederick Elliott,
-M.D.Durh., Hull; Robert Mundy Gover, M.D.St. And., Home Office,

S.W.; Julius Dreschfeld,M.D.Wiirzburg,Manchester; FrancisWarner,
M.D.Lond., 24, Harley Street, W.; Herbert Watney, M.D.Cantab., 1,
Wilton Crescent, S.W.; William Murrell, M.D.Brux., 38, Weymouth
Street,W.; Henry Cook, M.D.St. And., Shaldon, Teignmouth; Thomas
Clifford Allbutt, M.D.Cantab., Leeds. The Council report on special
examinations was read, and the following resolution was adopted:
" That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Council, an
examination be instituted in Hygiene and State Medicine." An
annual grant of three guineas was made to the schools at Barwash.
The President was empowered to nominate one or more Fellows
who propose to attend the International Congress on Colonial Medi-
cine at Amsterdam to represent the College.

COLLECTIVE INVESTIGATION OF DISEASE.
DIPrTHERIA.

THE following additional replies have been received from medical
officers of health promising their assistance in this investigation.
Practitioners in these districts having cases of diphtheria under
their care, are particularly requested to communicate with the medi-
cal officer of health.

Medical Officer of Health. District.
F. Barrow, Esq. R... ... Rothbury (rural), Northumberland.
J. Brown, Esq. ... ... Bacup (urban) Lancashire.
E. Casey, M.D. ... .,. New Windsor (urban).
E. F. Fussell, M.B. ... Brighton, East Sussex.
Auguistus Morcom, Esq. .. Dunstable (urban) and Luton (rural).
J. N. Vinen, M.D. ... ... St. Olave's, S.E.
A. Walker, M.D. ... ... Putney and Roehampton.

ERRATux.-In list of medical officers of health in Journal of March 31st, page
636, for J. Hardwicke, Esq., Itotherham, read J. Hardwicke, M.D. Rotherhas
(urban).

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
COUNCIL, 1882-83.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING.
A SPECIAL meeting of the Council will be held at the Queen's Hotel,
Birmingham, on Thursday, the 17th instant, at three o'clock in the
aftemoon, to consider the following business.

1. Report of the Committee of Coundil on the Representation of
the Branches in the Committee of Council.

2. A resolution in favour of the Medical Acts Amendment Bill.
FRANCIS FOWKE, General Secretary.

London, May 3rd, 1883.

COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL.
NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR 1883:

ELECTION OF MEMBERS.
MEETINGS of the Committee of Council will be held on Wed-
nesday, July llth, and October 17th. Gentlemen desirous of
becoming members must send in their forms of application for
election to the General Secretary not later than twenty-one days
before each meeting,. viz., June 21st, and September 26th, in
accordance with the regulation for the election of members passed
at the meeting of the Committee of Council of October 12th,
1881. FaANcis FowicE, General Secretary.
November 9th, 1882,

COLLECTIVE INVESTIGATION OF DISEASE.
CARDS and explanatory memoranda for the inquiries concerning Acute
Pneumonia, Chorea, and Acute Rheumatism, can be had by applica-
tion to the Honorary Secretaries of the Local Committees appointed
by the Branches, or to the Secretary of the Collective Investigation
Committee. Of these diseases, each member of the Association is
earnestly requested to record at least one ordinary case coming under
observation during the year.
-Inquiries concerning Diphtheria and Syphilis have been prepared,

and can be had on application by those willing to contribute inform-
ation on these subjects. There are two cards on Diphtheria, one
containing clinical, the other etiological inquiries, together with 'an
explanatory memorandum. One of these cards is intended to serve
as a guide to the systematic examination of a house or district for
sanitary purposes. There are also two sets of inquiries concerning
Syphilis, one for acquired, the other for inherited, disease. These


